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Authority Members Present  

for Roll Call:   Henry Blackwell, Secretary 

Joyce Harant 

Lisa Fisher, Vice Chair 

Pam Johnson, Chair (via phone) 

Kathy Ma 

Zachary Oyler 

 

Absent from Roll Call:  Terri Brink (arrived at 4:09 pm) 

Betty Duncan, Treasurer 

Bob Wilton 

 

Also in Attendance:  Aaron Comte, General Manager 

Monica Jones, Staff 

Guests 

     

In the absence of Chair Pam Johnson, Vice Chair Lisa Fisher called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. in the 

Springdale Cemetery meeting room in the Volunteer and Maintenance Building on Monday, January 27, 

2025.  A roll call of Authority members was taken, and Ms. Fisher announced there was a quorum present.  

She asked everyone to please stand and join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Ms. Brink arrived at 4:09 pm. 

 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 10, 2024 FINANCE MEETING: 

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to approve the Minutes of the December 10, 2024 Finance Committee 

Meeting.  Mr. Oyler seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 16, 2024 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: 

Mr. Oyler made a motion to approve the Minutes of December 16, 2024 regular meeting.  Mr. 

Blackwell seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ACTION ITEMS ON AGENDA: 

None. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT: 

• December burials – 6 total burials, 4 full, 2 cremations.  1 P/N & 5 A/N.   YTD – 122. 

• Mr. Randall McClellen, a faith community nurse from OSF, would like to plan nature walks 

throughout the cemetery that he would personally conduct.  The only concern was using the OSF 

logo.  It was suggested not to use the logo and to have the city attorney review the flyer before we 

distribute. 

• Misc. expense line on our financial statements – data taken from Quick Books and converted to a 

format for the Board.  It was suggested to include a detailed footnote if the expense is over $500.  It 

was also suggested the reports be created with the Quick Books format for the Board to review and 

for future use.   

• A staff party will be held on Wednesday, January 29 for Marilyn Cundiff who will retire after nearly 

60 years in the cemetery business.  Her last 20 or so years were here at Springdale. 
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• Cindy Ardis Jenkins will take Marilyn’s place and begin on January 27, 2025. 

• Because of a leaky roof, mold has recently been discovered in the bookkeeper’s office.  Aaron is 

looking into getting some quotes so they can repair/replace the office building roof.  He will get at 

least three comparable bids.  The Board would like to know when the bidding has to be publicly 

noticed in the paper.  In the meantime, anything covered in mold has been removed and everything 

washed down in bleach. 

• DCEO grant funds – finished pre-application process so we can now proceed with our application.  

A planning study for road repairs is required. 

• Verizon buy-out proposal – received another proposal for a buy-out in the amount of $590,000.  The 

consensus of the Board is to not entertain a buy-out. 

• Savanna site review – to clarify the boundaries and add some new signage.  A split rail fence, 

suggested by Mike Rucker, is not allowed by the park district.   

• The repaired niche benches will be delivered tomorrow, January 28.  There are 32 new niches for 

sale. 

• Still waiting for the final lot drawing for South Center North area.   

• Going to a cemetery convention at the Embassy Suites in a couple of weeks. 

• Pinning in the Norwood area has begun.  Graves should be available for sale this summer. 

• Traffic accident – on January 16 the two Grounds Supervisors were in a traffic accident on Forrest 

Hill where a Springdale truck collided with a vehicle that ran a red light driven by an elderly woman.  

The police were, of course, called and a police report was filed.  We are waiting to hear back from 

both insurance companies.  Staff was taken to the hospital but released the same day with no 

apparent serious injuries. 

• The Zotz mausoleum is scheduled to be repaired in March. 

• Looking into roof repairs for the Springdale mausoleum. 

• The Wall of Endearment is having electrical lighting issues.   

 

The Authority thanked Marilyn Cundiff, a part-time Family Services Representative, for her years of loyal 

dedication to Springdale Cemetery and wished her a wonderful retirement.  The Board discussed a gift for 

Marilyn and all agreed a gift of appreciation would be appropriate.  A small get-together will take place on 

Wednesday, January 29 at noon in the conference room.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

 APPROVAL OF A RETIREMENT GIFT CARD FOR MARILYN CUNDIFF: 

Motion was made by Mr. Blackwell to approve a $100 VISA gift card as a retirement gift for Marilyn 

Cundiff.  Ms. Harant seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS: 

Chair Johnson left the meeting (via phone) at 5:03 pm. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

A treasurer’s report was given on checks written in December 2024 and reviewed financial reports with the 

Authority.  (A copy of the report is attached to these Minutes). 

 

 APPROVAL OF CHECKS WRITTEN IN DECEMBER 2024: 

Mr. Oyler made a motion to receive and file the December 2024 check register and checks written in 

the amount of $19,842.90.  Mr. Blackwell seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
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 APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

Ms. Harant made a motion to receive and file the financial statements as presented for December 

2024.  Ms. Fisher seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FOUNDATION: 

None. 

 

Ms. Ma left the meeting at 5:14 pm. 

 

The Board would like to see the exact amount of any capital funds we have to use. 

 

FINANCE: 

None. 

 

NOMINATING: 

No report. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

None. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

None needed. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 

Motion was made by Mr. Blackwell to adjourn the regular meeting.  Ms. Harant seconded.  Motion 

passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Monica Jones 
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