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Springdale Cemetery Management Authority Proceedings
Monday, May 18, 2026
3014 N. Prospect Rd., Peoria, IL 4:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME

The Springdale Cemetery Management Authority Board was called to order by
Chairperson Fisher on Monday, May 18, 2026, at 4:00 P.M., in the Volunteer &
Maintenance Building at 3014 N. Prospect, Peoria, lllinois.

2. ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Lisa Fisher Chair
Betty Duncan Secretary
Pam Johnson Treasurer  (Virtual Attendance)
Therese Brink Member
Joyce Harant Member
Kathy Ma Member
Jarrod Martis Member
ABSENT: Henry Blackwell Vice-Chair

Zachary Oyler Member

ALSO PRESENT: Aaron Comte General Manager
Courtney Coe Staff (arrived at 4:18 P.M.)

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

After a quorum was established, Chairperson Fisher asked everyone to stand and recite
the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. CITIZENS' OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE BOARD
It was determined there were no citizens present to address the Board.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5.1. Request to Approve the April 20, 2026, Springdale Cemetery Management Authority
Proceedings

Board Member Harant requested that Treasurer Johnson be added to the proposed slate of officers.

APPROVE THE APRIL 20, 2026, SPRINGDALE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
PROCEEDINGS, AS AMENDED

Board Member Harant moved to approve the April 20, 2026 Proceedings, as amended,
seconded by Board Member Martis. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
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6. GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT & ACTION ITEMS
6.1. Requestto Receive & File the April 2026 Report

General Manager Comte reviewed the April 2026 report, noting April represented the cemetery's
highest level of activity in ten years. He reviewed burial activity, operational updates, volunteer
workdays, landscaping projects, hillside restoration efforts, prairie garden development, and Memorial
Day preparations.

Board Member Brink reported artwork depicting Springdale Cemetery that was featured at the Peoria
Riverfront Museum would remain on display through mid-June. General Manager Comte noted the
recognition had also been promoted through social media.

Chairperson Fisher commended staff for spring cleanup efforts following recent storm damage and
fallen trees.

General Manager Comte reviewed temporary Soldiers' Hill signage and ongoing efforts to finalize the
permanent historical marker text. Following discussion, he stated revised language would be
distributed to the Board and presented for approval at the June meeting.

General Manager Comte reviewed new signage related to cemetery hours, trespassing, and vehicular
traffic, along with anticipated road repairs. Board Member Ma raised concerns regarding deteriorated
signage near the Perry Avenue entrance. Discussion followed regarding trail signage and wayfinding
improvements.

General Manager Comte presented a refreshed Springdale Cemetery logo scheduled to be unveiled
during the Memorial Day Mausoleum Open House.

General Manager Comte also reviewed social media growth, marketing efforts, and plans to utilize
interns and recent graduates to assist with future content development. Board Member Harant
expressed support for the initiative.

General Manager Comte reviewed upcoming events, including Memorial Day activities, the Drive to
Remember flag display, the Patriot Plaza dedication ceremony, Juneteenth tours, nature walks,
sunset yoga, and an upcoming visit from Dr. Jane Baxter of DePaul University. Chairperson Fisher
requested volunteer information be distributed to both Boards.

7. TREASURER'S REPORT & ACTION ITEMS
7.1. Request to Review and Approve the April 2026 Check Register

Treasurer Johnson reported she had reviewed the April 2026 Check Register and had no concerns.
Discussion was held regarding equipment-related expenditures, including a mower purchase and
lease buyout.

APPROVE THE APRIL 2026 CHECK REGISTER
Motion was made by Chairperson Fisher to approve the April 2026 Check Register, seconded
by Secretary Duncan. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
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7.2. Request to Review and Approve the April 2026 Financial Statements

Treasurer Johnson reviewed the April 2026 Financial Statements, including current assets, liabilities,
equity balances, budget comparisons, and year-to-date performance. She noted revenues remained
ahead of budget due to marker sales and related activity, while expenditures remained generally
consistent with budget projections.

APPROVE THE APRIL 2026 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Motion was made by Chairperson Fisher to approve the April 2026 Financial Statements,
seconded by Board Member Harant. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

8. STANDING COMMITTEES REPORTS

8.1. Request for an Update on the Springdale Historic Preservation Foundation

No update was provided by the Springdale Historic Preservation Foundation.
8.2. Request for an Update from the Events Committee

Board Member Ma reported discussions had begun regarding planning efforts for Springdale
Cemetery's 175th Anniversary and the Mausoleum Centennial in 2029.

8.3. Request for an Update from the Finance Committee
General Manager Comte reported the Finance Committee was scheduled to meet on May 19, 2026.
8.4. Request for an Update from the Nominating Committee

Chairperson Fisher reported an error had been identified in the proposed Vice President nomination
and additional discussion was necessary, noting the President must be a City-appointed member.
Board Member Matrtis expressed interest in serving as Vice President.

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
9.1. Request to Approve the Revised Historical Marker Text for Soldier's Hill

The item was discussed under the General Manager's Report.

DEFER THE APPROVAL OF THE REVISED HISTORICAL MARKER TEXT FOR
SOLDIER'S HILL

Motion was made by Board Member Martis to defer approval of the revised historical marker
text for Soldier's Hill to the June 15, 2026, Board Meeting, seconded by Secretary Duncan.
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
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10. NEW BUSINESS

10.1. Request to Concur with the Recommendation from the Nominating Committee to
Approve the 2026-2027 Slate of Officers as Presented at the April 20, 2026,
Springdale Cemetery Management Authority Board Meeting, as Follows:

President — Kathy Ma

Vice President — Therese Brink

Treasurer — Pam Johnson

Secretary — Betty Duncan

Discussion was held regarding the proposed slate of officers, as amended to include Board Member
Martis as Vice President. Additional review was requested regarding the Vice President position, as
discussed during Item No. 8.4.

DEFER APPROVAL OF THE 2026-2027 SLATE OF OFFICERS

Motion was made by Chairperson Fisher to defer approval of the proposed 2026-2027 slate of
officers, as amended to include Board Member Matrtis as Vice President, to the June 15, 2026,
Board Meeting, seconded by Board Member Harant. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION
It was determined there was no need to enter into Executive Session.
12.  NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING — June 15, 2026
13. ADJOURNMENT
ADJOURNMENT OF THE MAY 18, 2026, BOARD MEETING

Motion was made by Board Member Harant to adjourn, seconded by Chairperson Fisher.
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

The May 18, 2026, Regular Springdale Cemetery Management Authority Board meeting adjourned at
5:34 P.M.



